
Burnley Canal 
Festival 2017
Burnley Canal Festival returns in August, when this dynamic 
celebration of canal culture will occupy its established 
calendar slot at Bank Holiday weekend.  The free family 
event runs over Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 August, and once 
again organisers are planning a multiple-site event that will 
offer a unique way to explore Burnley’s matchless towpath 
environment.  If you sampled last year’s event, you’ll know this 
is one not to miss...

Since the first event in 2012, the Canal Festival has gone 
from strength to strength, driven by a dedicated volunteer 
committee and supported by Burnley Council, Canal & River 
Trust and other community organisations.  2016, celebrating 
200 years of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal, was the most 
ambitious Festival  yet as 12,000 people took a Slow Boat to 
Burnley for a special anniversary edition. 

Last year’s spectacular event was made possible by 
a partnership, with support from the Super Slow Way 
programme enabling a collaboration between Mid Pennine 
Arts, the arts charity based in Burnley canalside, and events 
company Deco Publique, creators of brilliant events like 
Morecambe’s Vintage by the Sea.  The team spread the Festival 
across three sites along the canal, and devised special towpath 
activities for all the family to encourage visitors to wander and 
explore... 

The new public space at Sandygate Square hosted 
performances, music, crafts workshops, street food, stalls 
and much more. Burnley Wharf had a traditional fairground, 
alongside circus skills workshops, Punch & Judy and music.  
At Finsley Gate visitors could take part in art and craft 
workshops for all the family.   And along the towpath visitors 
who were brave enough took part in a quest with the very 
secretive Towpath Explorers!  Entry was free and the majority 
of activities were also free.

A highlight for many were spectacular performances 
by London-based Folk Dance Remixed, a unique blend of 
Maypole, Clogging, Ceilidh, Street, House and Breakdance 
with a hint of African & Bollywood… to a live soundtrack 
of fiddle, banjo, percussion and beat boxing!  As one visitor 
said: “I felt they were out of this world. Normally I look two 
minutes and walk away, and I were there for an hour and a 
half. I didn’t want to move, I really enjoyed it.”

A chance to get on the water was another highlight for 
many visitors, with canoe taster sessions and a waterbus 
between Sandygate Square and Finsley Gate.  The waterbus 
was hugely popular and oversubscribed, but those who ended 
up walking the towpath had the best view of the beautiful 
canal boats moored up for the weekend, many dressed up 
especially for the occasion.

The festival partners are now working up this year’s 
programme, but they guarantee that music, dance, 
performance and spectacle, food, workshops, craft stalls and 
waterborne activities will all be back to take you on a trail of 
magic and discovery along the towpath through the town.  
Best put 26/27 August in the diary now!  And watch the 
Festival website and Facebook page for regular updates.

www.burnleycanalfestival.org
www.facebook.com/burnleycanalfestival


